U.S. Plans $1. 

Associated Press 

The Bush administration intends 
to sell Saudi Arabia $1.8 billion 
worth of helicopters, missiles, rock- 
ets and small military vehicles, as 
well as support services for F-15 
and F-5 fighter aircraft, the Pen- 
tagon announced yesterday. 

Congress has been informed of 
the proposed sales and has 30 days 
to block them, but no such action is 
anticipated, officials said. 

The sales include: 

■ $606 million for 362 Hellfire an- 
titank missiles; 3,500 Hydra-70 bat- 
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tlefield rockets; 40 trucks known as - 
HMMWVs, and a variety of spare 
parts, training, hangars and equip- 
ment for the 12 Apache gunship 
helicopters Saudi Arabia purchased 
during the buildup to last year’s 
Persian Gulf War. 

■ $495 million for “contractor 
maintenance and training technical 
services” to support Saudi Arabia’s 
fleet of F-15s. So far, the U.S. gov- 
ernment has sold the Saudis 98 of 
the jet fighters, but only the less so- 
phisticated A/B and C/D versions. 
Although the kingdom is interested 
in purchasing top-of-the-line F- 
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15Es, the issue has been put aside 
during this election year. 

■ $400 million in services to up- 
date the Saudi army’s Ordnance 
Corps’ logistics system. The pur- 
chase includes planning assistance, 
training at U.S. agencies and instal- 
lations, financial services and con- 
struction. 

■ $223 million for eight UH-60 
medical evacuation helicopters, 
spare engines, repair parts, support 
equipment and training. 

■ $157 million for maintenance, 
training and support for the Saudi 
fleet of F-5 fighter aircraft. 



